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the peoples of the West? There is ownership in property, but not
in knowledge. If A shares his property with B, his share becomes
less; if A shares his knowledge with B, his knowledge does not
decrease; there will be two people with that knowledge instead
of one.

In so far as knowledge of science or any other can be property
at all, it cannot be the common property of the West, but only of
certain individuals who own it. If certain knowledge is patented
and becomes property, it belongs to the patentee alone and not to
his friends, relatives, fellow-citizens, much less all the peoples of
the West. If Thomas Alva Edison patented a number of inventions,
the property belonged to him, and not to the peoples of the West
to the exclusion of the peoples of the East; it was his, and no
other, whether of the East or the West, had any right to it

Civilization is a common heritage; each individual is heir to all
knowledge. Each individual can take as much as he has opportu-
nities for. The individual, and not a group, is the unit for the
creation and acquisition of culture traits. What an individual can
acquire, however, depends on his culture potential. But as culture
potential cannot be measured and predetermined, the only right
course is to secure universal accessibility to universal culture, and
leave it to each individual to rise to the height of his culture
potential.

Civilisation is one and is indivisible into Eastern and Western;
its elements are a function ever of time, decreasingly of space but
never of race.